Mulbarton Parish Council
FOI reference number: 1446230-ea947¢18 il
21 July 2026

Freedom of Information Act 2000 - Internal Review Determination

Request: "Village Hall Site: Contracts, Legal Basis, Asset Register and Trust
Property”

Thank you for your correspondence requesting an internal review of Mulbarton
Parish Council's handling of the above Freedom of Information Act 2000 ("FOIA")
request.

In accordance with the Council's internal review arrangements, your request has
been independently considered by Councillor Ali Pettitt and Councillor Louis
Kaszczak, neither of whom was responsible for preparing the original response.
The findings have been considered by the full council, and the below response is
from the Council.

The internal review has included consideration of your original request, the
Council's response, the enquiries undertaken by the Proper Officer, and the
Council's statutory obligations under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.

Following completion of that review, the Council has concluded that the request
was handled correctly, diligently and in accordance with the requirements of the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.

The Council is satisfied that the Proper Officer undertook reasonable and
proportionate searches to identify recorded information held by the authority
falling within the scope of your request. The response accurately reflected the
information held by the Council at the time the request was processed.

For the avoidance of doubt, the Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides a
statutory right of access to recorded information held by a public authority. It
does not require a public authority to create new information, formulate legal
opinions, provide explanations, answer hypothetical questions, or generate
documents that do not already exist. Nor does the Act impose any obligation
upon a public authority to compile or fabricate records in order to satisfy a
request where no such recorded information is held.

To the extent that aspects of your request sought explanations or legal
justification for historic decisions or actions, rather than requesting existing
recorded information evidencing those matters, the Council was under no
statutory obligation to create such information or provide commentary beyond
the recorded information it holds.

Likewise, where no further recorded information exists within the Council's

possession or control, the Council cannot disclose information that it does not
hold.
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Your correspondence also raises a number of substantive matters concerning the
ownership, governance and legal status of the Village Hall and associated land.
Whilst the Council acknowledges these are matters of public interest, they fall
outside the scope of an internal review conducted under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000. The purpose of such a review is confined to determining
whether the Council has complied with its statutory obligations in responding to a
request for recorded information. It is not a mechanism for determining disputes
relating to property ownership, charity law, governance arrangements, or the
legal merits of decisions taken by the Council or third parties.

Accordingly, the Council has determined that it discharged its obligations under
the Freedom of Information Act 2000 appropriately and that the original response
requires no amendment. This letter therefore constitutes the Council's final
determination following completion of the internal review.

If you remain dissatisfied with the Council's handling of your request, you have
the right to make a complaint to the Information Commissioner's Office ("ICQO"),
the independent regulator responsible for overseeing compliance with the
Freedom of Information Act 2000.
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