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Meeting minutes of Mulbarton Parish Council, Village 
Hall Committee 
 

Mon 19 Feb 2024 at 8:30 PM, held at The Committee Room, Mulbarton Village Hall  
 
 
Parish Councillors present: Adam Banham, Louis Kaszczak (Chair), Dennis Wells and Suzanne 
Aylmer 
District Councillors present: None 
Also, present Lorraine Trueman (clerk) and member of the public 

 

 
 
Louis Kaszczak opened the meeting at 9.30pm, later than scheduled due to full council meeting 
overrunning.  
 
1. To receive apologies for absence  
 
All committee members were present. 
 
2. To receive declarations of interest in agenda items and consider any dispensation 

requests 
 
None. 
 
3. Open forum for public participation: an opportunity to hear from members of the public 

and the District/County councillors  
 
None. 
 
4. To approve the minutes from the meeting held on 27 November, 19 December 2023 and 

31 January 2024 
 
The minutes were APPROVED and the Chair signed them as a true and accurate record of the 
meetings.  
 
5. To receive an update on the Parish Council office within the village hall 
 
No update expected until the ownership issue is resolved. 
 
6. To receive an update on the phone mast rent reviews and lease renewal 
 
The rent reviews are now completed and the lease renewal is ongoing. 
 
7. To agree amount to be requested from full council for legal fees for February and March 
 
The committee AGREED to ask full council for £3,000 for further legal fees. 
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To pass a resolution under the public admission to meetings act 1960 to exclude members 
of the public and press for the following confidential items 8 and 9 
 
The member of the public left the meeting. 
 
8. To consider response from the Village Hall Management Committee to the solicitor letter 

dated 1 February 2024 and agree next steps 
 
Three emails had been received from the VHMC. 
The first on 16 February, asking for a meeting to give both parties the opportunity to present their 
evidence and thoughts without the need for solicitors. The clerk had spoken to the Chair of the 
VHMC to clarify their position. He confirmed that the MC maintained they owned the site and the 
clerk had asked for documentary evidence, which was emailed and shared with councillors, just 
before the meeting. 
This came in 2 emails, with one containing VHMC minutes from November 1988 and February 
1992 and a sheet of accounts relating to 1989, and the other asking for the meeting, expressing 
concern over the Blakey’s Bus lease and advising that their solicitor will no longer be involved in 
letters as they want to go to court. 
None of the emails or documents had been shared with the council solicitor as time had not 
allowed.  
Until recently the Committee members thought they held all relevant documents. The clerk had 
contacted the VHMC and asked for all MC minutes, accounts and bank records but these have not 
been shared. Committee members were frustrated that more new documentary evidence was 
being produced. ACTION: the clerk asking for a copy of all VHMC minutes, accounts and bank 
records between 1988 and 1994. 
There had not been time for anyone present to cross reference the new documentation with that 
already held on file but all present believed the loan referred to in the VHMC November 1988 
minutes did not go ahead due to a lack of documentation. ACTION: the clerk to check PC records, 
the clerk to send all 3 emails and new documents to the solicitor. 
 
9. To agree next steps to be taken by the Parish Council to resolve the dispute 
 
ACTION: the clerk to advise the VHMC that further legal advice is being sought following the new 
information, all present to review the MC minutes, accounts and bank records and the clerk to 
confirm PC will meet with MC 
 
10. To receive items for the next agenda 
 
None 
 
Meeting closed 9.52pm 
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