District Councillors’ Report, Mulbarton Parish Council Meeting – 19th October 2026

Member Ward Grants. Requests for support with small projects (typically up to £1,000 per project) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. Please note funding for 2026/27 is largely allocated.

In Bloom Grant. Applications for In Bloom Grants are open to Parish Councils and other community organisations until 15th November 2026. The grant is limited to £1 per resident and must be matched funded.

Safe Recycling of Batteries. The County Council is urging all residents to ensure all batteries are safely recycled to avoid the risk of fires at waste collection and recycling centres. Fires due to batteries have been increasing for a number of years, and 2026 is expected to be the worst on record. Further information is available at: 
https://www.norfolkrecycles.com/article/75867/Electrical-items-and-battery-recycling

Local Government Reform and Devolution. The Government has announced a pause in plans for LGR and has confirmed that District Council elections will be held in May 2027 as originally planned. The Government states it continues to be committed to the formation of single unitary authorities and that plans for devolution are unchanged.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
GNLP 2045 Consultation and Site Submissions. The Greater Norwich Local Plan 2045 (GNLP 2045) is being prepared jointly by South Norfolk, Broadland and Norwich councils, working with Norfolk County Council. It will set out the longer-term strategy for housing, employment, infrastructure and environmental protection up to 2045.
The four submissions within Mulbarton parish:
· Land south of The Rosery – 8.22 hectares, proposed for housing.
· Land off Norwich Road – 16.77 hectares, proposed for housing and other uses.
· Land east of Bluebell Road – 6.49 hectares, proposed for housing and other uses.
· Land east of Carlton Road, opposite Farm Cottages – 0.51 hectares, proposed for housing.
These are submissions from land promoters and are not approved housing allocations. Each site will need to be assessed by the planning authorities before any decision is made on whether it should be included in the emerging Local Plan. A further public consultation on the emerging plan and site assessments is anticipated in June–July 2027.
Further information: South Norfolk Council – Greater Norwich Local Plan 2045
Site submissions: Published GNLP 2045 site register
 Food Waste Collections. South Norfolk Council’s new weekly food waste collection service is being introduced in phases. Some households have already started receiving collections, while remaining households are scheduled to join from the week commencing 9 November 2026.The rollout applies by individual property, so the start date differs within Mulbarton. Residents joining in November should receive an information leaflet, kitchen caddy, outdoor food waste bin and liners before collections begin. Residents can confirm their own start date using the Council’s Food Waste Collection postcode checker. Further information is available on the Council’s food waste collection webpage.
Village Clusters Housing Allocation Update. South Norfolk Council’s Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan proposes up to 35 homes on land east of Bluebell Road and north of The Rosery, Mulbarton (site VC MUL1). The plan is intended to meet housing needs across South Norfolk’s villages up to 2038. It remains subject to independent examination and has not yet been formally adopted. The proposed allocation does not itself grant planning permission. The Planning Inspector’s proposed modifications are currently out for consultation, which closes at 5pm on 26 October 2026. Further information: South Norfolk Council – Village Clusters Housing Allocations Plan Examination.
Planning Policy Changes. A new National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) is being introduced.  It substantially reorganises national planning policy and strengthens the importance of national policies in decision-making. It supports development within or adjoining existing settlements with good services, rather than in hamlets or the countryside, and is somewhat more supportive of energy infrastructure. From the end of October, local Planning Committees will also have a more limited role. Minor residential developments of fewer than 10 homes and minor commercial developments below 1 hectare or 1,000 sq m will normally be determined by planning officers, with a formal framework determining which applications are referred to Committee.
Hackney Carriage and Private Licensing Consultation. The Council is consulting on changes to the taxi licensing regime, to take effective from 1 April 2027. The proposed changes would change vehicle registration from age based (10 years old or less) to Euro 5 emission standards and less than 5 years old for new vehicles, with transition arrangements for renewals of vehicles with Euro 4 emissions. There are also clarifications on driver disclosure requirements, DBS requirements and a reduction in the minimum acceptable driver age to 18. Taxi Licensing Consultation
Apex Data Centre, Keswick – Planning Update. Planning application 2026/2957 has been submitted to South Norfolk Council for a 150 MW data centre on approximately 13 hectares of land near the B1113 and Ipswich Road, opposite Harford Bridge Tesco. The proposal includes substations, backup generators, cooling equipment and associated infrastructure. No decision has yet been made. Given the scale of the development, it is important that the Council carefully assesses its impact on local residents, particularly noise, traffic, visual intrusion, electricity demand and the surrounding environment. These concerns must be properly addressed before any planning decision is made. Further information: South Norfolk Council Planning Register — reference 2026/2957.
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update. The Planning Inspectorate’s Inspection of the Norwich Tilbury Pylon proposal closed on 10 August 2026. The PI’s recommendations to the Secretary of State should be completed by mid-November.  PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals and are fundraising. For further information visit: https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions .


Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber
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