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Meeting minutes of Mulbarton Parish Council 
 

Monday 20 April 2026 at 7:30 PM, held at The Committee Room, Mulbarton Village 
Hall  
 
Parish Councillors present: Louis Kaszczak, Steve Sewell, Adrian White and Nikki Belcher-Brown 

District Councillors present: Jim Webber 
Also, present Lorraine Trueman (clerk) and members of the public 

 

1. To receive apologies for absence  

 
Apologies were received from Mick Sutcliff, District Councillors Ian Spratt and Bob McClenning.  
 

2. To receive declarations of interest in agenda items and consider any requests of 
dispensation 

 

Adrian White, Nikki Belcher-Brown declared an interest in agenda item 12, with both having 
dispensations previously granted. 
 

Steve Sewell formally expressed gratitude to the late Nigel Legg for his significant contributions to 
the community on behalf of the council. Members of the public conveyed their sincere appreciation  

 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16 March 2026 
 
The council APPROVED the minutes and the chair signed them as a true and accurate record. 

 
4. Open forum for public participation: an opportunity to hear from members of the public 

and District Councillors 

 
A member of the public raised the issue of the grass area on the junction of Cuckoofield Lane and 
Catmere Herne. The land is owned by Saffron Housing and both Mulbarton Environmental Group 

and the clerk have contacted them. 
 
It was reported that some allotment plots are not being cultivated. These are to be reported to the 

clerk. 
 
The council had previously considered locking allotment gates over the winter period to minimise 

the damage to tracks caused by vehicular access on wet ground. Mulbarton Allotment and Leisure 
Garden Association reported that their members were not in favour of this and suggested hardcore 
could be put done in some areas to improve the situation. This is to be added to a future agenda. 

 
The District Councillors report was available to the councillors ahead of the meeting. This will be 
published on the website. Jim Webber gave a summary of the report. 

 
5. To consider co-option application(s) 
 

The council had received 1 co-option application and AGREED to co-opt Geoff Hales onto the 
council. Geoff signed the declaration of acceptance of office and took part as a council member for 
the rest of the meeting. 
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6. To report progress on items not on the agenda (information only) 
 
The clerk’s report was available on the website ahead of the meeting. 

 
7. To discuss the council’s long-term ambitions and to consider adopting the action plan 

drafted during the strategy training session in March 

 
The draft plan was available on the website ahead of the meeting and the council AGREED to 
adopt the plan. 

 
8. Play areas 

8.1. To receive an update on the Meadows play area project  

 
The clerk gave a brief update and advised the finding deficit is approximately £2,000 
 

8.2. To agree how to fund possible funding deficit  

 
The council AGREED to fund £22,245 from Wayleaves income, £1,000 from the District 
Councillors ward grant with the balance, circa £20,000 from the play area reserves. 

 
8.3. To consider appointing 414 and accepting minor works contract 

 

The council AGREED to appoint 414 as the contractor for the play area as per their quote. 
ACTION: Grant Keys to review minor works contract. Following feedback from Grant, the clerk to 
place the order and sign the contract on behalf of the council. 

Members of the public were keen to understand the timescales in the hope that the project would 
be complete by the summer holidays. The council thought this would be unlikely, but they did hope 
it would be complete within the holiday period. 

 
8.4. To consider quotes to replace netting at the Common 

 

The council AGREED to proceed with the quote from NGF Play at a cost of £1,348.10. 
 

8.5. To consider quote to replace rotten timbers on village hall climbing frame 

 
The council AGREED to proceed with the quote from NGF Play at a cost of £1,984.29 
 

9. Allotments 
9.1. To receive an update on the maintenance of Long Lane allotment track by a 

volunteer 

 
The volunteer had improved the damage made to the track. 
 

9.2. To consider leasing additional allotment plot at Long Lane, plot 1 
 
The council AGREED to lease plot 1. 

 
9.3. To receive an update on water leaks at Long Lane, Oakley Park South and Meadows 

 

The leaks at Long Lane had been repaired. ACTION: clerk to order materials, Steve Sewell to 
repair leak at Oakley Park South and to review the leak at The Meadows. 
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9.4. To consider allowing water supply from Oakley Park South to the land south of the 
site 

 

Steve Sewell declared an interest. The council discussed the request. ACTION: Steve Sewell to 
discuss with Rich’s Trust. 
 

9.5. To consider disposing of communal shed at Oakley Park South, to a member of the 
public 

 

The council AGREED to dispose of the shed to the first request received for a donation to the 
Meadows play area project. The receiver of the shed to be responsible for relocation. 
 

9.6. To consider non-tenant installing bird feeders in and around Meadows allotment 
 
The council discussed and AGREED that bird feeders on communal areas would be moved to 
Jubilee Gardens. ACTION: clerk to write to all plot holders, including RSPB’s latest directive on 

bird feeding.  
 
10. To consider proposed memorial bench on Common 

 
The council AGREED a heavier duty, possibly recycled plastic for longevity. 
 

11. Mulberry Park 
11.1. To note the repaired water leak on Mulberry Park  

 

Noted. 
 

11.2. To receive an update from Mulbarton Wanderers on alterations to Mulberry 

Park 
 
An update was given by Mulbarton Wanderers. ACTION: clerk to contact solicitor for legal 

documentation relating the proposed borehole. Changing rooms request to be considered at the 
next meeting. 

 

12. Village Hall Complex  
12.1. To consider the food truck trial being run by the Management Committee and 

to agree to the continuation  

 
The council AGREED the Management Committee could continue with the food truck on a 
Tuesday evening.  

 
12.2. To consider requests for food/coffee trucks in car park on 24 May, 20 Sept and 

22 Nov from a hirer of the village hall 

 
The council AGREED to the 2 trucks on the dates stated but advertising signs are not to be placed 
on the Common. 

 
12.3. To consider allowing the Management Committee to use the land surrounding 

the village hall during a community event on 27 June 

 
The council AGREED in principle to the land being used and request that the Management 
Committee provide full details for a final decision to be made at the May council meeting. 
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12.4. To receive village hall surveys and Management Committee’s maintenance and 

health & safety reports 

 
The reports were available to councillors ahead of the meeting. 
 

12.5. To receive report on water compliance and information from Management 
Committee 

 

The clerk had provided a summary of a water compliance course attended and this information 
had been passed to the Management Committee. ACTION: the Management Committee seeking 
quotes for a risk assessment and water testing. 

 
12.6. To consider any maintenance required within the complex 

 
The council AGREED to fix the leaking gutter and then only carry out repairs necessary to comply 

with legislation until the village hall lease was signed. 
 

12.7. To consider installing a “In Post” parcel distribution hub at the village hall 

complex 
 
The council discussed. ACTION: clerk to investigate further. 

 
The chair moved agenda items 12.8 and 12.9 to after agenda item 24. 
 

13. Footpaths 
13.1. To consider request from Norfolk Ramblers to create an audit of footpaths and 

public rights of way 

 
The council discussed. ACTION: Steve Sewell to investigate further. 
 

13.2. To consider a request from a member of the public to organise a survey of the 
village from the point of view of disabled access.  

 

The council AGREED not to carry out a survey but would reconsider this when councillor numbers 
were higher. 
 

14. To agree disposal of noticeboard from Meadows, stored in container 
 
The council AGREED to the disposal of the noticeboard, purchased in 2009 at a cost of £445.10. 

 
15. To receive Spring Seminar slides from Norfolk Parish Training and Support 
 

The slides were available to the councillors ahead of the meeting. 
 
16. To consider a protocol for Operation Menai Bridge 

 
The council AGREED the draft. ACTION: the Clerk to liaise with the Parochial Church Council 
 

17. To consider outsourcing some of the maintenance/repairs of council owned assets  
 
The council discussed. ACTION: clerk to find contractor when needed 
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18. To agree councillors to carry out clerk’s annual appraisal  
 

The council AGREED to appoint Steve Sewell and Nikki Belcher-Brown. 
 
19. Planning applications 

19.1. To receive an update on any application decisions made by South Norfolk 
council 

 

2026/0642, Sabaidee, Norwich Road, T1 Oak crown reduction. No objections 
 
2026/0704, Tabor House, Norwich Road, T2 Oak reduce branches, T3 Prunus prune, T4 Holly fell, 

T5 apple prune, T6 hazel re-coppice, T7 Prunus reduce main branch, T8 willow reduce branch. No 
objections 
 

19.2. To consider any new planning applications (see below) 

 
2026/0648, 45A Birchfield Lane, External alterations to provide new windows and roof lights. No 
comments 

 
2026/0552, 86 Bromedale Avenue, Lawful development certificate for the proposed partial 
conversion of garage and installation of rear velux window for use as studio salon. No comments 

 
2026/0797, Dairy Farmhouse Norwich Road, Variation of condition 2 - create enclosed lobby 
within existing side porch and adjustments to front fenestration and rear extension. No comments 

 
20. Finance and governance  

20.1. To review the Financial Regulations 

 
The council AGREED no changes. 
 

20.2. To note the bank reconciliation dated 31 Mar 2026 
 
Noted 

 
20.3. To note any income received in Mar and agree action on outstanding invoices 

 

The council noted March income totalling £4,206.88 and AGREED to get the village hall lease 
signed before chasing overdue invoices. 
 

20.4. To ratify payments made since the last meeting and agree payment list 
 
The council RATIFIED and AGREED the payments as detailed at the bottom of these minutes. 

 
20.5. To review actual v budget as at 31 Mar 2026 and to agree the year end 

accounts 

 
The figures were available to the councillors ahead of the meeting. The council AGREED the year 
end accounts. 

 
20.6. To agree the asset register as at 31 Mar 2026 
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The council AGREED the asset register which was available to councillors ahead of the meeting. 
 

20.7. To note the external auditors instructions and timetable for 2025/26 

 
Noted 
 

20.8. To consider the Internal Auditors report for 2025/26 
 
The internal auditor made no formal recommendations but did make 3 suggestions. The council 

AGREED to consider appointing an internal control officer at the May meeting, the clerk to setup 
and maintain a training spreadsheet to record staff and members training activity and the clerk to 
gain land valuations before the insurance renewal. 

 
20.9. To consider the assertions on, and complete, the Annual Governance 

Statement 2025/26 and to authorise the Chair and Clerk to sign the document 
 

The chair read out each statement and completed the form as agreed. The council APPROVED 
the chair and clerk to sign the document. 
 

20.10. To consider and approve the Accounting Statements 2025/26 and to authorise 
the Chair to sign the document 

 

The accounts statements were available to councillors ahead of the meeting. The council 
APPROVED the statements and for the chair to sign the document. 
 

20.11. To consider reappointing Robin Goreham to carry out 2026/27 internal audit 
 
ACTION: clerk to seek another quote 

 
20.12. To consider investing council funds with CCLA Investment Management 

 

ACTION: clerk to investigate saving account with better interest rate 
 
21. To consider documentation from solicitor regarding land ownership at Jubilee Gardens 

 
The council considered the documentation shared ahead of the meeting and AGREED to proceed. 
 

22. Correspondence (information only) 
22.1. Norfolk Local Government Reorganisation from South Norfolk Council 
22.2. Norwich to Tilbury update 

 
Noted 
 

23. Open forum for public participation: second opportunity to hear from members of the 
public 

 

Annual Parish Meeting reports for publishing on the website should be sent to the clerk. 
 
24. To receive items for the next agenda 

 
Mulbarton Wanderers request for changing rooms. 
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Final decision for village hall management committee to use of land around the village hall on 27 
June. 
Consider appointing internal controls officer 

 
12. To pass a resolution under the public admission to meetings act 1960 to exclude 

members of the public and press for the following confidential items 12.8 and 12.9 

 
All members of the public and Adrian White left the meeting. 
 

The council AGREED to suspend Standing Orders and the meeting was extended. 
 

12.8. To discuss ownership of the village hall and draft heads of terms for lease 

 
The draft heads of terms were available to councillors ahead of the meeting. Louis Kaszczak gave 
a summary of the situation.   
 

12.9. To consider Village Hall Management Committee’s comments on heads of 
terms  

 

The councillors discussed and AGREED to defer. 
 
 

Meeting closed at 10.07pm 
 
 

Item 20.4 Payments ratified and agreed 
 

Payments to ratify   

Date Supplier Description  Total  

31/03/2026 Unity Trust Bank Bank charges 
              
10.45  

31/03/2026 Unity Trust Bank Bank charges 
                 
1.80  

01/04/2026 South Norfolk Council 
Meadows play area 
project 

           
298.00  

07/04/2026 British Telecommunications plc 
Office broadband & 
phone 

              
70.68  

23/04/2026 Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd Allotment - OPS water 
              
35.09  

23/04/2026 Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd Allotment - Swamp water 
                 
1.84  

21/04/2026 Anglian Water Business (National) Ltd 
Allotment - Meadows 
water 

              
12.06  

    

Total to ratify  
           
429.92  

    
Payments to approve   
Date Supplier Description  Total  

21/04/2026 Charge Electrical Services 
Office broadband & 
phone 

           
160.00  
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21/04/2026 Crook Powerwashing MUGA repairs 
           
375.00  

21/04/2026 Hendo & Co Village Hall repairs 
      
5,142.00  

30/04/2026 HMRC Tax & NI 
           
738.19  

30/04/2026 Lorraine Trueman Salary 
      
2,049.41  

21/04/2026 
Mulbarton Village Hall Management 
Committee Room hire 

              
31.25  

30/04/2026 Norfolk Pension Fund Pension Contributions 
           
682.99  

21/04/2026 Norse Eastern Ltd Grounds maintenance 
           
206.29  

21/04/2026 Norse Eastern Ltd Grounds maintenance 
           
235.14  

21/04/2026 Norse Eastern Ltd Grounds maintenance 
              
42.04  

21/04/2026 Printerland Office expense 
           
343.90  

21/04/2026 Robin Goreham Audit fees 
              
80.00  

21/04/2026 South Norfolk Council Mulberry Park 
                        
-    

21/04/2026 Walpole Mowing Ltd Grounds maintenance 
           
350.55  

    

Total to approve  
   
10,436.76  

    

TOTAL   

   
10,866.68  

    
 


