MULBARTON PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Council Meeting minutes of Mulbarton
Parish Council

Monday 18 May 2026 at 7:30 PM, held at The Committee Room, Mulbarton Village
Hall

Parish Councillors present: Louis Kaszczak, Steve Sewell, Adrian White, Nikki Belcher-Brown,
Mick Sutcliffe, Ali Pettitt and Geoff Hales

District Councillors present: None

Also, present Lorraine Trueman (clerk) and 11 members of the public

1. To elect a chairperson

Steve Sewell was nominated by Louis Kaszczak, seconded by Mick Sutcliffe. All were in favour.
Steve signed the declaration of acceptance of office and chaired the rest of the meeting.

2. To elect a vice-chairperson

Mick Sutcliffe was nominated by Steve Sewell, seconded by Nikki Belcher-Brown. All were in
favour.

Steve welcomed Geoff and Ali to the council as the new councillors.
3. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from all 3 District Councillors. All parish councillors were present.

4. To receive declarations of interest in agenda items and consider any dispensation
requests

Steve Sewell declared an interest in agenda item 10.5

Adrian White, Mick Sutcliffe and Nikki Belcher-Brown declared an interest in agenda item 11.1 and
illlrain Adrian White declared an interest in agenda item 16.2

5. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 May 2026

The council APPROVED the minutes, and the chair signed them as a true and accurate record.

6. Open forum for public participation: an opportunity to hear from members of the public
and the District/County councillors

The council were offered support with the Meadows pump track and play area.

It was raised that information on councillors on the website was not complete.
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A member of the public raised the village hall ownership agenda item would exclude the public
and it was suggested that this matter was of interest to the public. The council explained that
ownership resolution was ongoing and that once decisions had been reached the public would be
involved.

A member of the public queried the frequency of grass cutting on the Bluebell estate. The clerk
explained that some areas were cut 7 times per annum and some were cut 5 times.

7. To report progress on items not on the agenda (information only)

The clerk’s report was available on the website ahead of the meeting. The clerk advised South
Norfolk Council had received a complaint about a large fire at Long Lane allotments, all tenants
have been contacted to remind them of the terms. The clerk reminded councillors she was on
annual leave next week.

8. Meadows play area project
8.1.To receive an update and information

A credit report for the proposed contractors, Four One Four, was available to councillors ahead of
the meeting. Geoff Hales had provided some further information to councillors ahead of the
meeting and this was discussed. ACTION: Geoff Hales and the clerk to complete a F10 —
Notification of construction project and ask for additional information from Four One Four.

8.2.To discuss the changes and agree the contract with Four One Four
The council considered the changes to the contract and AGREED to proceed.

8.3.To appoint contractor to move gates at Meadows entrance
The council AGREED to appoint CMR Fencing at a cost of £240.

8.4.To agree on new pedestrian/bike access to Meadows and appoint contractor

The council AGREED to purchase a gate from G&G Fencing at a cost of £1,180 and CMR to
install at a cost of £450.

8.5.To agree purchase of replacement dog bin and agree on contractor
Steve Sewell advised that it was not possible to install the new dog bin on Birchfield Lane due to
underground infrastructure. The council AGREED to use the dog bin that had already been
purchased and to appoint CMR Fencing at a cost of £150.

8.6.To discuss hosting an opening ceremony to mark the completion of the project

The council discussed and suggested a budget of £2,000.

9. Mulberry Park
9.1.To agree to the pitch permitter fencing

The council AGREED to the fencing.

9.2.To agree changing facilities to be installed
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The council AGREED to defer this item until more details were available.

10. Allotments
10.1. To receive an update on water leaks

Steve Sewell had repaired the leaks at Oakley Park South and Long Lane. The Meadows is yet to
be done.

10.2. To receive a report on damage to Long Lane plot 13

Photos of the damage caused to raised beds were shared with councillors. The council discussed.
10.3. To consider locking vehicular access gates during the winter period

The council AGREED not to lock the gates.
10.4. To consider making changes to access tracks in and around the allotments

ACTION: the clerk to get quotes for hardcore for Long Lane by plot 13 and The Meadows
entrance.

10.5. To receive an update and discuss allowing the water supply from Oakley Park
South to be routed to Rich’s Trust land to the south

Steve Sewell declared an interest but stayed to give an update. The council discussed. No further
action.

10.6. To review annual allotment rental fees
The council AGREED to defer the item.
11.Village Hall
11.1. To agree to the Village Hall Management Committee using the land

surrounding the village hall during the community event on 27 June

No further information had been provided. The council AGREED they were unable to grant
permission until more information was made available.

11.2. To consider the installation of a “In Post” parcel distribution hub
The council AGREED not to proceed.
11.3. To agree repairs to village hall guttering

The council AGREED to proceed with the quote from Mark Challis at a cost of £62.50 including a
portion of labour cost.

12.Play areas
121. To receive reports on all play areas
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The council noted the increase in litter around the skatepark and MUGA. The council discussed
the use of the skatepark. ACTION: the clerk to contact police

12.2. To agree repairs to skatepark wall, village hall play area, replacement
basketball net

The council AGREED to appoint Mark Challis to repair the skatepark wall at a cost of £77.50,
including a portion of labour cost and to repair the village hall play area slide steps and swing
surface at a cost of £642.50 and to purchase a replacement basketball net at a cost of £47.67,

supply only.
12.3. To ratify purchase of bark for village hall and Common play areas
The council RATIFIED the purchase of bark at a cost of £297.32

13.Common
13.1. To agree cleaning and repairs to village sign

The council AGREED to appoint Mark Challis to straightening and clean the village sign at a cost
of £67.50.

13.2. To agree memorial bench

The council AGREED to propose the memorial bench from NBB Recycled Furniture and to
arrange for installation.

13.3. To appoint members/representatives to the Common Steering Group
The council AGREED to appoint Geoff Hales, Steve Sewell and Louis Kaszczak.
14.To appoint contractor to install bollards at Minnow Way
The council AGREED to appoint DJ Ireland to install the bollards at a cost of £1,254

15.To consider request from Norfolk Ramblers to create audit of footpaths and public
rights of way

The council AGREED not to create the requested audit.

16.Planning
16.1. To receive an update on any application decisions made by South Norfolk
council

2022/1007, Land North of Lantana Norwich Road, New dwelling (resubmission of 2021/1647).
APPROVED

16.2. To consider any new planning applications (see below)

2026/1048, Old Tractor Shed Old Hall Farm Track, The Common, Detached double garage with
pitched roof and solar panels.

The council AGREED to submit comments; The council raises that this is a holiday let and do not
understand the purpose/need for a garage.
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16.3. To consider a response to the Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on
affordable housing in Norwich.

No response

17.Finance & Governance
171. To note the bank reconciliation dated 30 April 2026

Noted

17.2. To review actual v budget as at 30 April 2026

Noted

17.3. To receive a report on income received in April and unpaid invoices
Received

17.4. To ratify payments made since the last meeting and agree payment list

The council AGREED £143.01 S137 spend for the library phone box maintenance and to the
payment list as detailed at the bottom of these minutes.

17.5. To appoint internal scrutineer for 2026-27
The council AGREED to appoint Ali Pettitt.

17.6. To appoint an internal auditor for 2026-27

Deferred

17.7. To consider opening additional savings account(s)
Deferred

17.8. To review the risk register

The council AGREED no changes and to review a section per month.
17.9. To review and agree scheme of delegation

The council AGREED no changes were required.

18.Correspondence
18.1. Notice of South Norfolk Council’s intention to adopt Public Health Act 1875,
18.2?160 The Great Grid upgrade — Norwich to Tilbury update

Noted
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19.0pen forum for public participation: second opportunity to hear from members of the
public and the District/County councillors

A member of the public noted that allotment tenants were also council taxpayers, asked if the
allotments could be inspected more regularly and gave praise for the grass cutting at the Swamp
entrance.

A member of the public explained that the church are seeking a replacement for Rev. Adrian Miller
and this may result in some changes within the church structure.

The council were praised for the technical skills they had demonstrated during the meeting.

A member of the public raised the condition of the footpath from Forge Orchard to Birchfield Lane.
The council confirmed that they were in the process of getting quotes.

20.To receive items for the next agenda
Verge grass cutting on Gudgeon Way

To pass a resolution under the public admission to meetings act 1960 to exclude members
of the public and press for the following confidential items

All members of the public and councillors Mick Sutcliffe, Adrian White and Nikki Belcher-Brown left
the meeting.

21.Village Hall ownership
21.1. To discuss ownership of the village hall and draft heads of terms for lease

The council discussed.

21.2. To consider Village Hall Management Committee’s comments on heads of
terms

The council discussed.
21.3. To agree next steps
The council AGREED to defer

Meeting closed at 9.53pm

Item 17.4 Payments ratified and agreed

Date Supplier Description Total
16/04/2026 Amazon Office expense 10.74
16/04/2026 Amazon Play equipment maintenance 18.32
16/04/2026 Tesco Office expense 29.10
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Mulbarton

.............

16/04/2026 Lloyds Bank Bank charges 3.00
28/04/2026 Focus Group Office broadband & phone 52.45
28/04/2026 Focus Group Office broadband & phone ;%2.11
28/04/2026 Focus Group Office broadband & phone -20.34
30/04/2026 Unity Trust Bank Bank charges 9.70
15/05/2026 Advanced Paints Street furniture maintenance (S137) 164.63
15/05/2026 Screwfix Street furniture 13.98
06/05/2026 Screwfix Grounds maintenance 38.94
15/05/2026 Lloyds Bank Bank charges 3.00
07/05/2026 British Telecommunications plc Office broadband & phone 75.41

Total to ratify 366.82

Payments to approve - May 2026

Date Supplier Description Total
19/05/2026 Norfolk County Council Common feasibility study 5,000.00
19/05/2026 SLCC Subscriptions 316.00
19/05/2026 Mulbarton Village Hall Management Committee Room hire 31.25
19/05/2026 APC Pest Control Meadows pest control 144.00
19/05/2026 Walpole Mowing Ltd Grounds maintenance 350.55
19/05/2026 Ribbonsdale Nurseries Grounds maintenance 905.71
29/05/2026 Lorraine Trueman Salary 2,049.21
29/05/2026 HMRC Tax &Nl 738.39
29/05/2026 Norfolk Pension Fund Pension Contributions 682.99
19/05/2026 Norse Grounds maintenance 1,084.97

Totalto

approve 11,303.07

TOTAL 11,669.89
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