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Norfolk Heating Oil Crisis Fund
Residents on a low income or experiencing financial hardship, may be eligible for support through the Norfolk Heating Oil Crisis Fund. Apply or find out more: https://orlo.uk/NUT1W

Member Ward Grants
Requests for support with small projects (typically up to £1,000 per project) to benefit the local community can be made to your District Councillors. Please also discuss larger grants with your District Councillors (see Communities Action Fund and Communities Facilities Grants below).

Communities Action Fund (CAF) and Communities Facilities Grant (CFG)
In the run up to local government reorganisation, South Norfolk Council has decided to allocate £500,000 to each of these grants. Applications, via your District Councillor, are now open. The closing date is 16th August. Applications are more likely to be funded if matched funding is available from other sources.

The Community Facilities Grant is provided to support and fund capital improvements to a community facility/building. These could be major refurbishments, adding solar panels, moving heat pumps etc. Grant applications can be made for amounts from £10,000 to £40,000 – applications for over £15,000 must have at least 25% match funding confirmed.

Applications to CAF can be for a broader range of community initiatives. Applications must be between £1,000 and £40,000 – applications for than £15,000 must have at least 25% matched funding confirmed.

Local Government Reform and Devolution
The Government has decided that existing Norfolk councils should be replaced by three unitary authorities: Greater Norwich, East Norfolk and West Norfolk. The ward of Mulbarton and Stoke Holy Cross falls entirely within the proposed boundaries of East Norfolk. The Government has published letters outlining the implementation process and confirming that elections to the new shadow authorities are planned in May 2027 to coincide with local town and parish council elections. The new authorities will take their full powers from April 2028. The legislation enabling these changes will need to be approved by the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

The Government has also published a report on its LGR consultation. The report shows similar levels of support (around 40% of stakeholders) for the proposal for a single unitary and the three unitary proposals; there was much less support for the idea of two unitary authorities across Norfolk.

Flooding on the B1113 near A47
We have been advised that National Highways have started to investigate potential problems with the drainage from the A47 onto the B1113. This is considered by the County Council to be the major contributor to the drainage issues on the B1113. More information is not available to us until after the May elections.

South Norfolk Community Awards
Nominations can be made for these awards until 15 May 2026. Full details of the 9 different categories and the nomination form can be found at: South Norfolk Community Awards | Broadland and South Norfolk .

East Pye Solar Farm
The application for a Development Consent Order has been accepted by the Planning Tribunal (on 2nd April 2026). Interested parties will have at least 30 days to register their interest in order to be able to input to the detailed examination phase. Based on precedent applications, the registration window is likely to open within 2-3 weeks. The application documents are now available of the Planning Inspectorate’s website: https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN0110014 . 
	
‘Norwich to Tilbury’ Update
The National Grid’s Development Consent Order continues at the examination phase. This is scheduled to close on 10 August 2026, although an earlier close is possible. The initial public hearings have been completed and can be viewed online: Examination timetable - Norwich to Tilbury - Find a National Infrastructure Project. Further hearings are arranged for 28-30 April on environmental matters and the compulsory acquisition of land.

PylonsEastAnglia are continuing to campaign against the pylon proposals and are fundraising. For further information visit: https://pylonseastanglia.co.uk/actions.



Bob McClenning, Ian Spratt & Jim Webber
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	07554 668337

	Cllr. Bob McClenning
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